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ADVOCATE OF PEACE 
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Alsace-Lorraines." Bebel and Liebknecht, in the name of 
democracy, protested against the annexation of the two 
provinces. A few days ago, the Vorwaerts said: "No an- 
nexation ! We do not want any Alsace-Lorraine in the 
East" — without going to the logical conclusion of giving up 
Alsace-Lorraine in the West. The treaty af Frankfort has 
been the nightmare of Europe, and we shall not have peace 
until it is declared in the words of the Alsatian deputies 
"null and void." 

Yours very truly, A. L. Gu£rard. 

The following appears in a leaflet issued by the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation in Japan. It represents extracts from the 
statement made by Malcolm Sparkes, a conscientious ob- 
jeetor, appearing before a British court martial : 

"When ordered to put on my uniform I informed the 
sergeant-major that I believed all war to be wrong, and that 
I must therefore respectfully decline to obey any military 
orders or to undertake any form of military service. I added 
that I had already stated my conscientious objection before 
the proper tribunals, but had failed to obtain the exemption 
to which I am entitled by law. Now these allusions to my 
conscientious objection to the undertaking of all military 
service, only state the purely negative side of what I believe 
to be the most positive thing in the world. And this negative 
side, important and in fact essential though it is, fades into 
comparative insignificance beside the positive side of the 
position which I want, if I can, to put before you now. 

"1 stand here reverently to witness for the heroic Chris- 
tianity of Jesus Christ: for the belief that the only way to 
overcome evil is to conquer it by indomitable love and un- 
wearied service. By this I mean a love that never admits 
defeat; that goes on loving and serving regardless of risk, 
regardless of possible consequences, in literal interpretation 
of our Master's orders — 'Love your enemies, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them that despitefully use you 
and persecute you.' It will no doubt be urged that such a 
belief is hopelessly Utopian and idealistic, and cannot be 
brought down into the practical world of to-day. I am con- 
vinced that what I can see others can see, and nothing will 
persuade me that the world is not ready for an ideal for 
which I am ready. Truth is more to me than victory, and 
if the great forces of love and service are ever to triumph 
over those of fear and mistrust, someone must try to make a 
beginning. I am anxious to take my place amongst those 
beginners, and shall count it a privilege to make sacrifices 
and if need be to face punishment, in such a cause." 

The Fellowship notes that former brutal treatment of con- 
scientious objectors by the British soldiers is giving way to 
quiet pursuasion, a form of attack which the objector finds 
much harder to resist. 

Last week a large and enthusiastic throng of the "best 
citizens" of Memphis, Tennessee, burned a negro at the stake, 
after soaking him in oil and cutting off his ears. 

The world must be made safe for democracy. — The Inde- 
pendent. 



BETWEEN FRIENDS. 
The Parable of the Few and the Many. 

There was once upon a time a tribe of men among whom it 
was the law that, where action was to be taken by them all, 
the wish of the many should prevail, and the wish of the few 
should concede thereto. And great was the virtue of the 
tribe by reason of this just law. 

And, behold, it was the desire of the tribe that they should 
live at amity with all men, nor strive with any other tribe. 
But at that time strife was yet known in the world as be- 
tween tribe and tribe, and in the course of days there came 
a great strife between many tribes. 

And at this time said the many of the tribe, Lo, other 
tribes seek peace through strife, and shall we not then join 
with them, that all may finally obtain peace? For to those 
who strive most mightily for peace will not the power be 
given to obtain peace? And according to the ancient law of 
the tribe the will of the many did prevail, and the tribe 
entered upon strife. 

Now. there were certain of the tribe who had sought these 
many years for the peace of the world. One law for all 
tribes had they sought. And as yet there was no such law. 

When it befell, therefore, that the many of the tribe had 
declared for strife, these certain men took counsel with 
themselves, saying, We who seek for one law that shall be 
for all tribes and bring peace unto the world are yet the men 
of this our own tribe. And of this our tribe the many seek 
to enter upon strife. Here be upon the one hand the call of 
our tribesmen and upon the other the desire of our hearts, 
and which shall we then choose? Whereupon one who was 
mayhap wiser than the rest spake and said, Ye seek to estab- 
lish among all tribes a law which is not; but there is now 
one law within your tribe, and that is the law of the many 
and the few. In the measure, therefore, that ye would be 
ruled by the law of the world, obey ye the law of the tribe. 
For what profiteth it a man to defy the lesser law that he 
may gain the greater? And who among ye is fitter to be the 
law-giver than he who doth most respect the law? And he 
further counselled them, saying, These who strive are not as 
ye, for ye be peaceful men and they be men of strife; yet I 
say unto you, these seek even that which ye seek. Since, 
therefore, ye cannot go apart from them without that ye 
disobey the tribal law, go ye with them as ye can, unto the 
end which both desire. 

Thereupon did these hearken and counsel well. At length 
did they agree and say, First do we obey the tribal law, and 
second do we seek still unto the law of the world, which shall 
yet be, which shall bring peace between all men. 

But certain of the few would not that the will of the 
many should prevail, despite that such was the law of the 
tribe. Then did they cry out, Ye have forsaken us! But 
those of the few who had elected to obey the law replied, We 
would not that men strive, but they will not other. Until the 
law of the world cometh there is no peace. But if the law 
of the world cometh not save through strife, then must we 
cleave unto those who strive for peace. But the few would 
not heed them and reviled them exceeding bitterly. 
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The Constitutional Review. A Quarterly Magazine, published 
by The National Association for Constitutional Govern- 
ment, 717 Colorado Bldg., Washington, D. C. Subscrip- 
tion price, $1 per year. Single numbers, 25 cts. Vol. I. 
No. 1. April, 1917. 
The National Association for Constitutional Government 
declares itself as "a non-partisan, patriotic society, formed 
for the purpose of advocating the maintenance of constitu- 
tional government in the United States. It holds that the 
function of a constitution is not merely to prescribe the form 
of government and the chief political institutions of a 



country, but to secure, inviolably and forever, those funda- 
mental liberties and immunities of the citizen without which 
no free government can be perpetuated." The object of the 
new publication of the Association is to form a convenient 
vehicle for valuable papers, addresses and other literature 
bearing upon its cause. Its make-up is of four departments : 
Leading articles (contributed in this issue by David Jayne 
Hill, N. C. Young, and the Editor), editorials, important 
articles in current magazines, and Book Reviews. In its 
prospectus for its next, the July issue, it announces, among 
other things, an exhaustive and critical study of the new 



